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Panama Canal:
Introduction





Panama: Logistics and Transportation Hub of the Americas
Reaching the Maximum Potential from our Geographic Location

144 commercial routes
1,700 ports
160 countries

tŀƴŀƳŀΩǎ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ Iǳō

Panama Air Hub
85 direct destinations in America and Europe
35 countries

Connectivity
7 submarine fiber optic cables



Asia ςUS East Coast 78.4M

Central America West Coast ςUS East Coast 17.0M

Total: 255.0 M (long tons)

Asia ςEast Coast Central America 8.1M

South America West Coast ςUS East Coast 37.2M

South America West Coast - Europe 16.9M



Transits and PC/UMS Tons
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Beginning of 

operations

ECONOMIES OF SCALE

LPG-Panamax VLGC

Average load: 25,000 

metric tons

Average load: 43,000 

metric tons

Average load: 70,000 metric tons

LNG ïNew market segment

Pre-expansion
0,5 M long ton/month (avg)

Post-expansion
1,9 M long ton/month (avg)

New MarketsAre OpeningAs Well



LargestContainership





Panama Canal: 
Water Resources Management



Water Monitoring

60 stations

Quantity

Quality



Technology



Telemetry System and Master Stations



Hydrometeorological Database



SatelliteWeatherData ReceivingStation

NOAA Port

Radiosonde



HydrologicForecastModel of Riversand Lakes

(PANFCST)

(NWSRFS/CHIPS)



Water Use

Navigation and Lockage

Municipal and Industrial 
Consumption



Water Use: Hydroelectric Generation

GATUN

MADDEN



Flood Control

Gatun

Madden



Purisima
7thς9th December 2010



El Niño
2016



Panama Canal:
Watershed Management



Panama Canal Watershed

LegendLegend

International borders

Panamá Canal 
Watershed



The Panama Canal Authority, in 

accordance with state organisms 

determined by law, is responsible for the 

administration, maintenance, use and 

conservation of the Panama Canal 

watershed hydrological resources, which 

include the water in lakes and their 

tributary streams.

Law 19

June 11th, 1997

Regulations

June 17th, 1999

Regulations and 

agreements

ACP: 1999 - 2006

Law 20

June 21th 2006

Constitutional

Title

November 25th,

1994

Political Constitution
TITLE XIV 

Article 316



ÅEncourages mechanisms of coordination 

ÅEstablishes resource management and a funding system 

ÅMonitors programs, projects and policies for watershed management

ÅEvaluates programs, projects and policies to avoid double work

ÅAdministrates an environmental information center

Panama Canal WatershedInterinstitutional Commission
(CICH)


